Introduction
class has maintained a signiſ cant foothold is in Sociology, though here too, it is nowhere near as popular as it was a generation ago.
We will examine developments in class analysis along three dimensions central to its deployment as an analytical and political category: class structure, the labour process, and class formation/class struggle. Class structure refers to the location of social agents in the basic property relations, or production relations of an economic system. The labour process refers to the organisation of production, in which is produced the surplus that the dominant class appropriates from the direct producers. Class formation refers to the process through which agents located in differed classes organised around their interests. Class struggle is what happens when agents engage in the contentious pursuit of their interests.
Class structure
The concept of class structure has always been at the very heart of Marxist theory. Even though Marx was not alone in seeing class as critical to the basic dynamic of capitalism, he is the only modern thinker to build his social theory around the concept. It is therefore somewhat surprising that careful interrogations of its basic properties and its internal coherence as a concept were hard to ſ nd among twentieth-century Marxists before the New Left. Debates Wright has produced a steady outpouring of scholarship on the logic of class as a concept, as well as an extremely ambitious cross-national survey of class structure. The project has been remarkable not only for its ambition, but for
